






INTRODUCTION 

This glossary of terms used in automation in the water industry was prepared by Committee 
No. 3 Automation of Water Treatment NWC/DOE Working Party on Wastewater Treatment. 

The working party directed that it should be prepared in the belief that it was necessary not only 
to facilitate proper and informed communication between its members and its committees but 
also because it believed that considerable misunderstanding took place between practitioners in 
the field, including researchers, designers, operators, managers of water treatment systems and 
those engaged in the supply industry. The committee who prepared this glossary considered that 
it would be most useful if it contained only those terms which are more frequently encountered. 
by practitioners in the field and therefore the document should not be regarded as being a compre- 
hensive list of all the terms that are likely to be met. 

The committee worked on the basis that it would use definitions already established by accepted 
national and international authorities unless it felt that exceptionally good reasons existed for 
modification of these definitions. The sources used are listed. It has been impossible, however, 
to obtain the agreement of the British Standards Institution to reproduce the definitions contain- 
ed in British Standards and where these definitions are preferred the relevant B.S. is indicated for 
reference purposes. 

The glossary is divided into five parts, viz. control, computers, water treatment, general engineer- 
ing, and administration, and each definition has been given a number for ease of reference. Where 
a term has required definition in more than one part this’is provided. The index also provided 
enables a particular term to be quickly located. 

The committee has not provided any definitions of terms relating to plant used in water treatment 
as it is considered that these have been adequately covered, with a few exceptions, in the 
“Glossary of Terms used in Water Pollution Control”, published by The Institute of Water 
Pollution Control. 

The committee has been at considerable pains to produce the best definition for each term 
after consulting many sources, authorities and opinions but it recognizes that it is not possible to 
produce a complete set of definitions which will be universally acceptable. Nevertheless it believes 
that the definitions provided will find very wide acceptance and their use will lead to considerably 
improved communication and understanding among the practitioners in the field of water 
treatment automation. 

It has been considered necessary to provide special treatment of the definition of the term 
AUTOMATION, which has been found to give rise to the greatest confusion and disagreement 
of all the terms the committee has considered. This term, therefore, is dealt with selectively on 
page 6 at the start of the glossary and the committee would like to make a special plea for the 
acceptance of this definition and for its recommendations associated with this term. 
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