




PREFACE 

The Standing Committee on the Disposal of Sewage Sludge are pleased to present their first 

report dealing with the work of the Committee and its sub-committees from the time we were 

set up in 1975 until June 1980. 

The Committee have examined all principal aspects of the sludge disposal operation from the 

stage when the solids settle out during the sewage treatment processess through to the 

eventual disposal on the land or in the sea or by incineration. We have concentrated on the 

more important issues of principle and practice and have been primarily concerned with the 

co-ordination of the work of the four sub-committees of which three have been responsible 

for detailed appraisals of each disposal route - land, sea and air (incineration) - and the 

fourth has made a detailed study of the economics of sludge disposal. In carrying out this 

wide-ranging work, it has taken longer than we expected to reach a consensus on some 

fundamental issues. 

This was particularly so when we appraised the interim guidelines for disposal to land, 
published in 1977l (see Appendix C) and which the Royal Commission on Environmental 

Pollution in their Seventh Report2, considered to be generally sensible in the present state of 

knowledge. We believe the modest amendments incorporated in the revised guidelines in the 

report3 of our sub-committee on land disposal continue the tradition of sensible guidelines 

based on the best available scientific evidence. 

Our sub-committee on sea disposal have carefully examined the monitoring data on licensed 

disposals to UK waters and particularly those in Liverpool Bay where there has been a 

carefully planned programme of continuous monitoring since 1970. We have noted and 

re-affirmed the conclusion in the sub-committee’s recent report4 that on the basis of known 

environmental effects, the controlled disposal of sewage sludge in UK coastal waters is an 

acceptable method of disposal. 

The report’ of the sub-committee on the incineration of sewage sludge was published in 1978. 

The Committee endorse the sub-committee’s recommendations that, although incineration 

can be a reliable and effective means for reducing sewage sludge to relatively inert ash for final 

disposal, it should be adopted only if it is shown to be the most economical or the only 

acceptable solution. 

The Committee commend to the disposal authorities the report6 of the sub-committee on 
economics, which deals fully with the various options that are available and the constraints 
which operate. The report also develops recommended procedures for the selection of the 

most appropriate disposal route in conjunction with systematic financial and economic costing 

appraisals. 

Ostensibly a waste, sewage sludge contains useful amounts of plant nutrients and organic 

matter that can be used to conserve raw materials and energy and increase soil productivity. 

On the other hand, it contains pathogenic organisms and can contain toxic metals and 

compounds that may have harmful effects on man, animals, crops, soil or the environment. 

We believe that the advice and guidance in this report and those of our sub-committees will 

help ensure that sludge is disposed of at the lowest cost to the community commensurate 
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with the avoidance of unacceptable risks of harm to health, to the receiving medium and to 

the environment generally and with due regard to its possible use as a resource. 

Finally, this is an appropriate opportunity for us to express our thanks and appreciation to 

Mr Roy Best, who was our Chairman until his retirement in June 1979, for the interest and 

enthusiasm he generated in the subject of sewage sludge disposal during his chairmanship. 

L E Ellis 
Department of the Environment 


























































