












SUMMARY 

I BENEFITS 

The customer will benefit from early warning of developments in Europe relating to 
environmental legislation and pollution control practice. 

Review of these developments helps assessment of their consequences for the UK Water 
industry. This will assist the customer to provide timely and informed responses to any 
proposals and to prepare for any likely changes in existing practice. 

II OBJECTIVES 

To review recent developments in Europe relating to environmental 
pollution control practice. 

legislation and 

III REASONS 

Developments in other Member States often influence the drafting of proposals for 
legislation by the European Commission. Early warning of such measures assists in 
assessing their likely consequences and provides information which can be used in 
response to proposals. This series of reports prepared every three months seeks to inform 
the Water Industry and Regulatory Authorities about significant developments. 

IV CONCLUSIONS 

This report summarises environmental developments over the period October to 
December 1992. During this period no items of EC legislation of particular interest to the 
UK Water Industry and Regulatory Authorities were adopted. However, a few important 
items of legislation were announced or developed and these include a proposal for a 
Council Decision on the creation of a European inland waterway network, a proposal for 
a Council Regulation establishing a cohesion Fund, a proposal for a Council Directive 
co-ordinating procedures for the award of public supply contracts and a proposal for a 
Council Directive on the ecological quality of surface waters. In addition, the 
Commission has just circulated its Working Paper on the Fourth Framework Programme 
for research and technological development (1994 - 1998) and published, for 
consultation, draft no 4 of the European Waste Catalogue which is based on Annexes I, II 
and III of the Hazardous Waste Directive. 

Concerning drinking water matters, the final task group meeting for the revision of the 
WHO guidelines for Drinking Water Quality was held in Geneva in September. The 
group finalised the guideline values as well as volume 1 of the guidelines. It is expected 
that the guidelines will be published in three volumes in the late spring of 1993. As usual, 
the latest developments by CEN Committees are reported, but since during this quarter 
neither EUREAU nor the UK Cryptosporidium Research Steering Committee have 
announced any issues of particular note, no reports on these Committees are included. 

Also covered is the New Road and Street Works Act 1991 due to come into effect in 
1993. This may have significant effect on the Water plcs in relation to material excavated 



during road works. Other topics include the Ministerial Meeting of the Oslo and Paris 
Commissions which was held in Paris in September, the UK Environmental Law 
Association 1992 Garner Lecture, German technical instructions on urban wastes and 
green taxes proposed in Belgium. A review of the NRA’s policy document on 
groundwater protection, published in December, is also included because although there 
are few change to the original draft (summarised in FR 0280, Summary Report - 9) some 
parts of the policy are more stringent. 
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