






IOBJECTIVES 

This report summarises the progress made during the period under review in a 

DOE funded project which has the following objectives: 

i) to assess the approval systems used in EC and other countries and 

identify features which should be incorporated into UK scheme; 

ii) to establish testing needs, devise, validate and recommend modified 

testing procedures. 

II REASONS 

Organic and inorganic impurities from materials and products in contact with 

water supplies can leach into water and pose a threat to consumers and impair 

water quality generally. Data from laboratory tests are used to assess whether 

any such adverse effects resulting from the use of a product would be 

acceptable. It is therefore important that, for a range of different materials 

and products and for various usage, appropriate test conditions are devised, 

validated and well documented and that the quality and quantity of the data 

obtained from the tests are adequate to allow realistic assessment. 

III RESUME OF CONTENTS 

Work done during this period of review was largely concerned with gathering and 

evaluating information on major assessment and approval systems in Europe and 

USA. The report summarises the main features of systems in Netherlands, 

Germany, France and USA, in particular their organisation, information required 

from applicants, the use of ‘positive lists’, basis of test procedures, 

criteria for assessments and published information and listing, and compares 

them with the current UK system. 

At present, committees in Europe (CEN) are putting together a new scheme that 

will in due course apply to all EC countries. Developments in drafting new 

standards related to the effects of materials on water quality are outlined. 
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