










The Drinking Water Inspectorate operates a statutory approval scheme for 

materials used in contact with water supplies and chemicals used in water 

treatment processes. A new EC approval scheme is under discussion ‘and the 

European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) is drafting standards for testing 

procedures for the scheme. This contract was established to provide 

information on current approval schemes in other countries and on the 

developments within CEN, and to provide experimental data and technical advice 

to enable the adoption of the most appropriate test procedures and approval 

schemes. 

The work during the last six months has mainly concentrated on two CEN 

interlaboratory studies, i.e. on migration tests on four factory-made products 

and on the determination of acrylamide monomer in three types of polymers. The 

migration tests involved leaching the products with test water under conditions 

proposed by CEN TC164/WG3/AHGZ and analysis of the leachates. The results have 

been assessed and tabulated and a final report for AHG2 is in preparation. The 

determination of acrylamide monomer in cationic, anionic and non ionic 

polyacrylamides was carried out in accordance with analytical methods proposed 

by CEN TC164/WG9/TG8. The tests have been completed and results reported. 

More investigative work is needed before standard test procedures can be 

finalised for site-applied products, such as coatings and pipe linings. 

Results from laboratory plate tests and field trials on epoxy resins were 

compared and additional laboratory tests were undertaken on pipes lined in the 

field. The results from the laboratory tests have now been calculated and 

assessed. 

Some progress has been achieved by the CEN committees in drafting standards 

related to testing of the effects of,materials on water quality. However, 

significant progress is likely only after important general aspects of the 

intended European approval scheme are discussed and agreed. These aspects 



include, for example, the format and use of ‘positive lists’, who would be 

setting up such lists and how would this be achieved, the acceptance of 

chemicals not included in ‘positive lists’, the need for and the operation of 

national control of approved products, etc. 
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